
 

 

‘Raf-Fixed-It’ 

 

RAFIK HUSSEIN – The Dream Merchant 

For the past 40 years, entrepreneur, philanthropist, 

and filmmaker Rafik Hussein has been touching lives 

by making people's wishes come true. Through his 

‘Dreams Come True’ and allied foundations, Hussein 

has helped children and adults, with terminal and life-

altering illnesses, live their dreams.  

Rafik has made countless people happy by helping 

them meet some of the most influential people on the 

planet and taking them on once-in-a-lifetime 

adventures. This is where he gets his tagline, ‘Raf-

Fixed-It’ from. 

Inspiration and Passion to Realize Dreams 

In his words, "From my experience, it is immensely rewarding to see what difference you can make – 

for instance, you can see how people progress in confidence, attitude, and behavior. It’s also the 

smaller things that are just as important, such as talking to someone who can go for days not speaking 

to anyone. I can truly say the benefits of giving one's time and commitment to a worthwhile cause is 

priceless". 

Rafik's love for meeting new people and communities, gaining constant knowledge and understanding 

people's way of life, and, finally, making a difference to individual way of life is a constant motivator 

for him.      

It is his innate desire to provide people with at least an 

opportunity, which propels him in his unwavering 

commitment to his work. While he makes others' dreams 

come true, his share of happiness comes from seeing 

others happy. 

His work lends him a sense of purpose and multiplies his 

self-esteem. 

What is worth mentioning is that Rafik does not accept 

any donations nor does he ever ask for any. He has not 

registered his organization as a charity as he does not 

want to apply for grants, funding, and donations. A one-

man team, not answerable to anyone, Rafik helps people 

whenever wherever he can. There is never any money 

exchanging hands. Help is accepted in the form of services 

and that too directly offered to those who need it.    



 

 

 

Dreams Do Come True And He Believes in It! 

Rafik understands first-hand the value of helping people and how it can make a difference in 

someone’s life. He started "Dreams Come True" when he was only 15 and it’s been 40 years since and 

dreams still continue to come true for the ones, he attends.  

 

His first project at 'Dreams Come True' was to convince Martin Stanford, the former Radio 

Northampton Broadcaster and SKY News Journalist to do a ‘Radiothon’ to help the Northamptonshire 

Association for the Blind. The event was a huge success and the money raised was used to buy a 

minibus that provided door-to-door transportation to the blind. This provided the blind community of 

the region to freely conduct their daily routine without depending on anyone. 

 

  



 

 

 

‘Helping the Homeless'  

In 1986, when he was only 18, Rafik launched the ‘Helping the Homeless' initiative helping the 

homeless, on the streets of London, with food, information on local healthcare, local support, and 

advice. Since then, ‘Dreams Come True’ has helped over 20,000 children and adults with serious 

illnesses. Rafik has been working on most of his projects as a one-man band for the last 4 decades.   

Raf, who had faced rough conditions during his childhood, now believes in using his position and 

connections to help the disadvantaged. On Christmas, when it is particularly colder for some people, 

Raf comes sharing his warmth with them.  

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

Launch of ‘The International School of the Media for the Disadvantaged’. 

In 1987, Rafik established the ‘International School of the Media for the Disadvantaged’. It focused on 

providing training and work opportunities to the disabled and disadvantaged in the media industry. 

He helped innumerable disabled and underprivileged individuals with education and job 

opportunities with his school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He campaigned for the disabled persons to work in the Media Industry by getting 36,207 signatures. 
This petition was given to John Birt - Director General of the BBC (British Broadcasting 
Corporation) and as a direct result of this, BBC set up a new unit enabling the disabled and 
disadvantaged with opportunities to work in BBC.  
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Rafik - The Film Maker  

Hussein began his career as a Sales and Development Officer and worked for Derngate Centre, 
Northampton. He also tried his hand at photography working onboard the Sovereign of the Seas, the 
largest cruise liner afloat by Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines.     

While professionally working and actively helping people through his foundations and ‘Fixed-It’ 

projects, Raf also went back to education.  In 1993, he graduated with a Diploma in the Art & 

Technique of Film Making from The London Film Academy after a chance meeting with filmmaker 

Steven Speilberg. As a student, he championed for disabled filmmakers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1995, Rafik directed and produced a 

short film titled ‘Black and White,’ which 

was screened at a Charity Gala evening in 

the presence of HRH Prince Charles at the 

MGM Multiplex Cinema, Northampton. The 

protagonist of the story was a disabled 

person and the film gave goosebumps to 

HRH Prince Charles. He said. “It was 

Amazingly Emotional.” The funds raised at 

the event were donated to several charities.  

 

  



 

 

 
 
Recognition Too Followed 
 
Rafik’s relentless efforts to help people were recognized and celebrated by various prestigious 
organizations of the United Kingdom. The Top Philanthropy Award was presented to him in 1993 
and the Charitable of the Year Award in 1994, by Roger Davids MBE of CVS. 

In 1995, he was awarded The Whitbread National Award of the year by Sir Michael Angus for his 

outstanding work and commitment to Charity. In 1996, he also received The International Global 

Charity Volunteers Award. 

In 1997, he was awarded The National Community Award to recognize him for selfless and 
uncelebrated efforts and commitment in his day-to-day life relating to issues and efforts that serve to 
create a better society. This was followed in 1998 by the Citizens Award for doing extraordinary 
work in his local community.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Unique Poem Collector 

In 1996, Rafik showcased the other side of his personality by organising The Poem Exhibition, where 

he showcased original and hand-written poems by National and International stars, singers, sports 

personalities, celebrities, politicians, religious figureheads, prime ministers, presidents, and royalty. 

Currently, he has a collection of 2007 poems which will be auctioned shortly and the funds will be 

diverted to helping the disabled. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

London Community Television - For 

the Community and by the Community 

In November 1998, 31-year-old Rafik 

founded the London Community 

Television or LCTV. The LCTV aimed to 

provide a broadcasting service for the 

community and by the community, 

thereby giving job opportunities to the 

disadvantaged. With LCTV, Rafik helped 

many disabled, homeless, and 

underprivileged people make a living for 

themselves and be independent.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Some Short Stories – ‘Dreams that Raf Fixed-it’ 

 An 8-year old girl in a wheelchair saw her dream of having tea with the then Princess of Wales, 

late Lady Diana fulfilled due to Rafik’s efforts. 

 

 In 1995, Rafik ‘fixed’ a meeting between HRH Prince Charles and 39-year-old Peter Bird, who 

was left physically and mentally disabled after a life-threatening car accident. This ‘once-in-a-

lifetime’ meeting made headlines in the UK. 

 

 Rafik took 10-year-old terminally ill Wayne Jenner on a day-out around London in a Rolls 

Royce in 1995. They visited the Guinness Book of World Records Museum in Piccadilly and 

back-stage at Odeon Cinema in Leicester.  His dream of owning a Go-kart was also fulfilled by 

Rafik. 

 

 He filled disabled youth Geoffery Becckett’s 20th birthday with fun and music.  Geoffrey was 

taken on a limousine to dine at the Hilton Hotel, after which they went to the Prince of Wales 

theatre to watch Barry Manilow’s famous musical Copablanca. 

 

 Godfrey was homeless with no were to sleep and no hope in life when Rafik helped him with 

accommodations, full-time education, and a job after finishing his studies. In 2000, Godfrey 

Elstow, the 200th student of the International School of the Media for the Disadvantaged, 

received his Diploma in Technical Media Studies- covering Journalism, Radio Production, and 

technology at the age of 53. He also got a job at London Community Television as a Production 

Assistant. His graduation ceremony was attended by the then Mayor of Northampton, Arthur 

McCutcheon. His story made headlines with many imminent personalities congratulating him 

for the achievement.  

 

 Rafik also annually provides blankets, food and shelter to the homeless on Christmas and has 

coaxed many hotels and restaurants in the area to provide food for them. This tradition has 

continued for 38 years with thousands of lives touched. 

 

 He has created education and work opportunities for several disabled and disadvantaged 

individuals over the years with the International School of the Media for the Disadvantaged 

and the London Community TV.   

 

 And Many More… 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the Journey Continues 


